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THE EARLY YEARS 


Gabriel Dumont was born in the Red River area in the year 1837 or 1838. 
He was the fifth child in a family of eleven. His father Isadore Dumont, was a 
farmer at the time of Gabriel's birth however, when Gabriel was two years 
old, the family moved into the Fort Pitt — Fort Edmonton region where his 
father traded with the Indians and bought supplies from the Hudson’s Bay 
Company posts. 

Gabriel never had any formal schooling. He learned the ways of the hunter 
from the older men. He learned to speak both French and Cree. Gabriel was a 
good learner and became very good at the ways of the land. 

“By the time Gabriel was ten he could break his own horses and with each 
passing day he became more expert with the bow and arrow. It Seemed 
almost an obsession with him to prove that he was the strongest with a bow 
and the surest with an arrow.””' 

In the summer of 1848 the Dumont family moved once again, this time 
back to Fort Garry. It was on this trip to Fort Garry that Gabriel received his 
first gun for an act of bravery. The camp thought that the Blackfoot were 
attacking; Gabriel wanted a gun to fight them off. They later realized that it 
was only the buffalo that they heard but, for not being afraid, Gabriel was 
presented with his first gun which he named “‘le petit’. This gun would 
become as famous as Gabriel. 

By the time he was sixteen Gabriel fought in his first battle against a 
marauding Sioux band from the United States. This occured on the annual 
buffalo hunt and was called the Battle of the Grand Coleau. 

For the next few years Gabriel lived the life of the buffalo hunter. He 
learned the way of his father and the Metis people of that era. By the time 
Gabriel was twenty he was known across the prairies as a leader of men, a 
good horseman, a crack rifle shot, a fair arbitrator and an unbeatable man in 
hand to hand combat. 

In 1858 Gabriel married a Scot Metis named Madeline Welkey. They were 
to have no children of their own; however their house was always open to the 
Metis children. It is estimated that Gabriel and his wife cared for more than 
fifty Metis children at one time or another. 
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Gabriel was to become known as a man who would put other peoples 
welfare above his own. He would live a simple life sharing any and all of his 
belongings with any person who had less than he did and was in need of 
help. His home was known throughout the prairies for its hospitality. 

For five years from 1869 to 1874 Gabriel worked for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, trapping, fishing and occasionally as a guide for the missionaries. 
He soon realized that the days were gone when a man could hunt and fish to 
supply adequate food and shelter for his family. Gabriel Dumont then became 
a farmer ona site about ten miles south of Batoche, where the trail from 
Humbolt and Fort Carlton crossed the Saskatchewan River. 

He set up a ferry service across the Saskatchewan River to service the 
people travelling along the Carlton Trail. It soon became known as Gabriel's 
Crossing. Along with this ferry service he also set up and ran a small trading 
store. This store also became famous as it housed the only billiard table in 
that part of the country.? It appeared as though Gabriel Dumont had settled 

down and his life as a famed hunter had apparently come to an end. 


THE METIS NATION 

In 1873 a Metis government was set up in Batoche under the leadership of 
Gabriel Dumont. 

On December 10, 1873 the Metis assembled at the village of St. Laurent 
and democratically elected their own governing body. Gabriel Dumont was 
elected their president for a period of one year by the councillors of the Metis 
Nation.? 

These elected councillors were to govern the Metis according to laws 
patterned after the old Buffalo Laws. Gabriel did a good job as president so 
he was re-elected for a second term. 

He was the first president of a Metis Nation with its capital at the village of 
St. Laurent. 

Toward the end of the second year a group of white buffalo hunters hired 
by the Hudson's Bay Company and supplied by them, came into the Batoche 
area and completely disregarded the laws of the buffalo hunt. Gabriel had 
them arrested when they would not obey the laws; they were released a short 
time later. They called in the Northwest Mounted Police to have Gabriel 
Dumont arrested however, Inspector Crozier of the NVVMP stated that the 
local self-government was excellent and it controlled the buffalo hunt. Little 
more was made of the matter, nevertheless the Metis government lost much 
of its power with the arrival of the NWMP. 
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On April 24, 1885 the Metis under his leadership fought with government 
troops at Fish Creek, in Saskatchewan. Although the Metis had fewer than 
100 fighters and the government had between 400 and 500 troops, the Metis 
were able to defend Fish Creek for over two weeks. 

The final battle between the Metis people and the government was fought 
at Batoche from May 9-12, 1885. The Metis numbered less than 300 men 
while the government had 1000 soldiers. The government also had modern 
weapons such as cannons and a gattling gun which could fire up to 1200 
bullets a minute.” They had ammunition while the Metis had none; the Metis 
used rocks and pieces of metal as the end of the battle drew near. 


THE RESULT 


Most leaders of the fight for the Metis land claims were either captured or 
surrendered. Gabriel Dumont refused to surrender. When asked to surrender 
by his brother-in-law, Moise Ouellette, he said “You can say to Middleton 
that | am in the woods and | still have 90 bullets to use on his soldiers.’ 

Gabriel Dumont and Michael Dumas escaped and after eleven days of 
riding he crossed the border into the United States. They were arrested by 
the United States calvary on May 27 and held at Fort Assiniboine. They were 
released on May 29 and they went to Spring Creek, a Metis settlement in 
Montana. Here Gabriel found news that Louis Riel had been captured. 

Gabriel started making plans to rescue Louis Riel and bring him back to 
Montana where he would be safe. The friends of Riel in Montana went along 
with the jail break plan and provided money and horses for the proposed 
escape. Before the plans were finalized, word came that Riel had been 
charged with high treason. 

The Canadian government gave no answer; Dumont went back to his 
original plan to break Riel out of jail. 

Gabriel was ready to try the jail break in October of 1885. He went to 
Regina in disguise and started making final preparations for the escape. He 
found out where Louis Riel was being kept, the number of guards and the 

physical layout of the prison. He had one element in his favour, “surprise”. 
He needed the right men to help him with his plan so he went to Batoche to 
recruit some of his most trusted friends. However, while he was in Batoche 
the escape plan was discovered by the officials of the government and the 
guards were increased as they waited for the attempted escape. No longer 
having the element of ‘surprise’, Gabriel had to abandon his plans. He was a 
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THE STRUGGLE 


The 1880's brought starvation and hardships not only for the Native 
people but for the struggling farmers as well. It was in this time period that 
protest groups such as the Manitoba and Northwest Farmers Protective 
Union and the Settlers Union of Qu’Appelle began. 

They demanded “‘land reform and the adoption of laws for the benefit of 
the people of the Northwest rather than rich corporations or greedy 
politicians. These groups were getting no results and soon saw the need to 
join and co-operate with the French speaking Metis. 

Ata meeting at St. Laurent near Batoche, Gabriel Dumont urged French 
speaking Metis to join forces with the English. He suggested a list of demands 
be drawn up and be sent to Ottawa. It was at this meeting that the idea of 
asking Louis Riel to lead their movement was first brought up. 

On May 6, 1884 a resolution was made, stating ‘‘We the French and 
English nations of the Northwest know that Louis Riel made a bargain with 
the Government of Canada in 1870 which is contained mostly in what is 
known as the Manitoba Act, have thought It advisable that a delegation be 
sent to Louis Riel and have his assistance to bring all matters in a proper 
shape and form before the Government of Canada so that our just demands 
be granted.’ 

A collection was taken up to pay the delegation’s costs. 
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wanted man so he headed back to the friendly region of Montana. It was 
upon his return to Montana that he learned of his wife’s death. 


THE WILD WEST SHOW 


On June 7, 1886 Gabriel joined “Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show’? in 
Philadelphia. His duties in the show were to stand in front of his tent and to 
look mean. People stopped to look at Dumont, his saddle and his famous 
rifle. After the first week he became a feature in the show as people were 
interested in him and everyone wanted to see him. 

Gabriel showed his riding and shooting skills in the main arena. The show 
moved from Philadelphia to New York. It was here that Gabriel met with 
Inspector Crozier who had been his opponent in the uprising of 1885. Crozier 
had quit the police force and was on his way back to Ireland when he decided 
that he wanted to see Gabriel for a last time. Crozier informed his ex- 
opponent that an amnesty would be proclaimed in the near future; Gabriel 
would be free to go back to Canada. 

From the Wild West Show Gabriel became a speaker across the United 
States. He spoke about the uprising of 1885, the battles of Louis Riel. He took 
the Metis cause to the people of the United States. 

Gabriel soon tired of the Wild West Show and public speaking did not 
hold the charm that it once had. In 1890, Gabriel moved back to Gabriel's 
Crossing on the South Saskatchewan River. The land that he came back to 
had changed. The buffalo were gone, but Gabriel still lived the life of a 
hunter. He fished and hunted for food. He built himself a little cabin on the 
farm of his grandson. Gabriel went his quiet way secure in the love of his 
people. 


THE FINAL DAYS 

On Saturday, May 19, 1906, Gabriel Dumont went for his usual walk along 
the roads and trails over Batoche. When he returned from his walk he went to 
his bed and died. He was buried in the cemetary at Batoche, the place he had 
so gallantly defended in May, 1885."° 


RIEL COMES HOME 


The delegation that went to talk to Louis Riel was headed by Gabriel 
Dumont. They arrived in St. Peter's Mission, Montana, June 4, 1884. Louis 
Riel was working as a school teacher. He did not give the delegation an 
immediate answer as he needed time for prayer and direction. 

The next day however, he had decided to return to Canada and claim the 
land owing him under the Manitoba Act as was his right. Thus, by asserting 
the rights of one Metis, he could create a precedent and would establish the 
rights of all Metis. When this had been done he would return to Montana. 

On June 5, 1884 Dumont and his delegation left with Louis Riel and his 
family for home. 

On June 27, 1884 they arrived in Fish Creek. 

When Riel arrived in the Saskatchewan area he discovered that almost 
everyone was angry at the government in Ottawa. Fur prices were low and 
crops were bad.° During the next month Louis Riel began to organize the 
people and deal with Ottawa. 

There were many meetings in the Saskatchewan area that summer. Riel 
was there listening and talking. In the fall he wrote one last petition saying 
what the people wanted and sent it to Ottawa. When they received no 
answer the Metis started thinking of setting up their own government to rule 
Saskatchewan as they had done in Manitoba before. Perhaps this would get 
Ottawa's attention. 

The idea to set up a Metis government was proposed in Batoche on 
March 6, 1885. The Metis people decided to have a ten day waiting period to 
pray and get guidance, as the Metis were religious people. It was during this 
period that Lawrence Clark, a Hudson’s Bay Factor and supposed friend of 
the Metis people, whom the Metis had sent to get an answer to their petition 
from the government, arrived back from Ottawa and told the people that the 
government was going to give their answer to the Metis petition with bullets. 
The Metis had no more time to think about their future. They had been 
answered with threats and they were left with no choice as to what their 
future actions could be. On March 19, the Metis set up a new government 
called the Provisional Government of Saskatchewan. The leader of its army 
was Gabriel Dumont.® 


THE METIS UPRISING 


Within a week of the creation of the Provisional Government Gabriel 
Dumont and his men had captured all the supplies and defeated a force of 
Northwest Mounted Police at Duck Lake. 
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Mass grave of the Metis who died at The Battle of Batoche, 1885. 
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